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An overview of the political history and main cities of Ukraine up to that point. 

Vectormap.Net provide you with the most accurate and up-to-date vector maps in Adobe Illustrator, PDF and other formats, designed for editing and printing. Please read the vector map descriptions carefully.

Political History:

Ancient and Medieval Periods:

	Ukraine has a rich history, with its roots traced back to ancient times. The region was inhabited by various Slavic tribes.
	Kyivan Rus, established in the 9th century, played a significant role in the medieval period. It was a powerful state with its capital in Kyiv (Kiev), which is considered the cradle of Eastern Slavic civilization.


Mongol Rule and Division:

	In the 13th century, Mongol invasions led to the subjugation of Kyivan Rus. The region fell under Mongol rule, which persisted for several centuries.
	Ukraine was divided among different powers, including the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Kingdom of Poland, and the Crimean Khanate.


Cossack Hetmanate and Russo-Turkish Wars:

	The Cossacks emerged as a distinctive social and military group in the 17th century. The Cossack Hetmanate was established, with a semi-autonomous status under the suzerainty of Russia.
	The region experienced conflicts, including the Russo-Turkish Wars and the Great Northern War, which shaped its political landscape.


Partitions of Poland:

	In the late 18th century, Ukraine’s territories were divided among the Russian Empire, the Habsburg Monarchy, and the Kingdom of Prussia through a series of partitions of Poland.
	This division had a lasting impact on the ethnic and political composition of the region.


Soviet Era and Independence:

	Ukraine went through various political changes during the 20th century, including the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (Soviet Union) and the devastating Holodomor famine in the 1930s.
	The country gained independence in 1991 following the dissolution of the Soviet Union.


Contemporary Period:

	Since gaining independence, Ukraine has faced political and economic challenges. The country has oscillated between pro-European and pro-Russian orientations, leading to political upheavals, including the Orange Revolution in 2004 and the Euromaidan protests in 2014.


Main Cities:

Kyiv (Kiev):

	The capital and largest city of Ukraine, Kyiv is a cultural, economic, and political hub. It has a rich history and is home to many historical landmarks, including the Kyiv Pechersk Lavra and St. Sophia’s Cathedral.


Kharkiv:

	A major city in eastern Ukraine, Kharkiv is an important industrial and educational center. It has a vibrant cultural scene and is known for its Soviet-era architecture.


Lviv:

	Located in western Ukraine, Lviv is known for its well-preserved medieval architecture and diverse cultural heritage. It has a European influence and is a UNESCO World Heritage site.


Odesa:

	A major port city on the Black Sea, Odesa has a multicultural history and is known for its architectural diversity. It has played a crucial role in trade and commerce.


Dnipro:

	Formerly known as Dnipropetrovsk, Dnipro is an industrial city located in central Ukraine. It has a strong industrial base and is an important center for aerospace and manufacturing.


These are just a few examples, and Ukraine has many other cities and regions with their unique characteristics and contributions to the country’s history and development.
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